To God Alone Be The Glory
By 

Nathan Cordes
Let’s have a show of hands: how many of you are members of the human race?  Okay, great!  All humans.  No monkeys.  But did you know that you all fall into one of three categories?  I’m thinking about money management.  You’re either average at handling your finances, or you’re not very good at it, or you’re above average.  Which category are you in?  Would you please close your eyes?  Raise your hand if you think you’re average at handling money.  Okay, hands down.  Eyes still closed.  Please raise your hand if you think you’re not very good at handling money.  Okay, hands down, thank you for your honesty.  Eyes still closed.  Please raise your hand if you think you’re above average at handling money.  Okay, hands down. [Announce approximate results]  I hope we will all learn something valuable from the story Jesus told of the dishonest manager.

1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions.”  Jesus doesn’t specify whether the manager was actually guilty of mismanaging the master’s money, but zeros in on how the manager behaves when he heard he’ll soon be out of a job:  2So [the rich man] called in [his servant] and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you?  Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’  “Prepare your books for an audit.  I’m certain I’ll find proof of what you are being accused.  That’s why I’m already telling you: you’re fired.”

We don’t hear the manager claiming, “When you audit the books, I’ll be proved a faithful steward.”  Instead 3The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now?  My master is taking away my job.  I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’  Self-preservation:  It’s amazing the sense of urgency in dealing with the finances when his livelihood was being threatened.  Just listen to the brilliant scheme this guy comes up with.  5He called in each one of his master’s debtors.  He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  6‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.’  7Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’  ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.  He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’  If there had been an FBI back then, he could have gotten a job profiling people in the behavioral analysis unit.  His plan was to remember everyone whose bill he had adjusted.  Then after he was fired, he could show up at the house of one of these guys and say, “Hey buddy, remember how I saved you a bundle on your car insurance—I mean, how I saved you a bundle on your debt to my master.  I need a favor from you; will you put me up until I find a new job?”  Perhaps the more likely a person was to keep him for a long while, the more generous the manager was when he was telling the master’s debtors to adjust their bills.

Now, if you were the master, how would you have reacted?  I’d have burst a vein in my forehead, first because this dishonest manager just cost me big bucks, and second because I had been too foolish to watch this guy like a hawk so that he didn’t do any more damage to me.  What’s Jesus trying to teach?  OUR SAVIOR SEEKS SHREWD AND SAVVY SERVANTS.  And that’s why in Jesus’ parable 8The master commended the dishonest manager.  Yes, commended him.  “You did a really good job!  Well done!”

But here’s where some Christians get off track.  It sounds like the master is commending his servant for dishonesty.  But that can’t be the case.  Lying and dishonesty is never commended in the Bible.  But OUR SAVIOR SEEKS SHREWD AND SAVVY SERVANTS – with the wisdom of that manager.
I imagine that at first the master was shocked at what was happening.  But somewhere along the line, he put himself into the shoes of his servant, understood what the servant was trying to accomplish.  Later he said to him, “You know, I’ve got to hand it to you.  You came up with quite an ingenious plan, didn’t you?”  Perhaps the master also started to realize that the manager’s actions benefited him also.  Those who owed him money would see him in a better light if the debtors thought the reduction of debt was his idea.  8The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly.  The whole point of this parable is to get us to think carefully about how we manage money – his money.  OUR SAVIOR SEEKS SHREWD AND SAVVY SERVANTS.  He wants us to think of ourselves as his stewards, his managers—because that’s what we are.  Your name might be on the checking account and the credit cards, but it’s God’s money (Psalm 24:1).  And we are answerable to him for how we use it.  All of could be accused of improperly using his possessions.  If you’re above average in handling money, perhaps you’ve been using it with the wrong motives instead of accomplishing what God intended for it.  If you’re average, perhaps you’ve gotten too busy and comfortable to focus on ways to do better.  And if you’re lousy at handling money, is it weakness or some sinful behaviors that have tripped you up?  God could get rid of us for any mismanagement of the resources he has entrusted to us. Perfection is his standard.  But our starting point with the master centers on the fact that we can know with certainty that we are completely forgiven for Jesus’ sake.  It was his life, death, and resurrection that came to pay off our debt of sin before God.  Because of that we could stand before him completely paid up and saved from being throw out of his presence.  What great freedom that gives us in Jesus!  That freedom also leads us to live in faithfulness and thankfulness to him. Out of thanks for him and desiring to represent him - do whatever you must to become a good manager, one whom our master would commend.

OUR SAVIOR SEEKS SHREWD AND SAVVY SERVANTS.  In other words he wants us all to avoid two extremes.  Most of the time we hear God saying, “Don’t love money.  Don’t invest your heart into your earthly treasures.”  That’s one extreme we are to avoid.  It has lead many into temptation and a trap and caused many griefs.  It has cause some to fall away from God and lose everything.  About the details of life Jesus says, “Don’t worry: I’ll take care of you.”  But many of us are in danger of taking it too far the other way.  We become lazy and wasteful – not paying attention to the resources and opportunities God has placed before us.  Many have left spouse and children with nothing to live on after they died because of inattention to their finances.  That was going to the other extreme. There’s a lot of us who aren’t too smart when it comes to money.  We buy houses and cars and other stuff we can’t really afford.  All we care about is whether we can make the monthly payments.  Then when the interest rates are adjusted up, we get pulled under.  No wonder Jesus says, 8the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.  
There are all kinds of people merely living for themselves who are really shrewd or savvy when it comes to money.  They’ve dreamed up all kinds of ways to make money and all kinds of investments to increase their money.  They know what they want and go for it.  They have gained fame and built memorials to their financial shrewdness.  But they aren’t rich toward God and fail to honor him or make the impact that pleases him. It is as if Jesus is saying, “Wouldn’t it be great if those who believe in me were just as shrewd and savvy with the money I entrust to them?  Wouldn’t it be great if they would take the abilities I give them, study hard, get a college degree, make lots of money, and NOT lose their faith and purpose in the process?  Wouldn’t it be great if all my people would get their spending habits under control?  Wouldn’t it be great if they set aside the first portion their income to honor me as owner and redeemer and to express trust in me as their provider?  Wouldn’t it be great if all my people would become wise in the personal management of their whole life, save up a nest egg, and with an estate plan would make a lasting impact?”  What is sad is that only three out of ten of us have drawn up a will or an estate plan.  And only one out of those three has remembered any charity whatsoever in their will.  Yet in the next 20 years billions and billions of dollars will be passed from one generation to the next.  Did you know that you have access to gift planning counselors who can help set up your estate to benefit your loved ones AND your favorite charity AND can save you from significant taxes?  Wouldn’t it be great to see our gifts making a difference in someone else’s life and spreading the Gospel after we are already in heaven?  And wouldn’t it be great if we had to have special congregational meetings to wrestle with “What are we going to do with all the financial blessings God has placed in our laps?  How can we use it to make a greater impact in this world?  Ooohhh, let’s help our brothers and sisters over there who is struggling.  Let’s develop additional ministries to spread the gospel in our community.  Let’s pay the tuition of a student studying to do gospel ministry.”  You get the idea.

This is what Jesus is driving at when he says, 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  He wants you to see how wealthy he really has made you (just compare yourself to those in other countries who consider you such). He wants to see that your time also may be short and this financial planning ought to take on new urgency.  He wants you to see how you can use those resources to connect with others – to truly be a friend  - to introduce them to the greatest friend - to tell them about Jesus their Savior from sin too.  I hope you see what joy increases when you bring generous offerings to honor him for all he has given you.  Generous offerings encourage generous goals that fund missionaries and resources to tell the people in Africa or Asia or the Americas that Jesus lived and died for them too.

And at the end of your life, when money can no longer help you (that is, “when it is gone”), imagine what it will be like to show up at heaven’s gate, and someone from India says, “You’re finally here!  Welcome!  And thank you for sending that missionary to tell me about Jesus.”  Or those individuals who were touched by the ministry of your church thanking you profusely for introducing them to their Savior.    For there will be great rejoicing in the friendship that has developed from the gospel as people from every tribe, nation, and language gather before the throne of God in celebration of God’s grace.

I know you are already gaining friends for eternal life as you share the love of Jesus with them.  Thank God for helping you make a good start.  Now ask yourself: “what else can I do with this worldly wealth I’ve been given?  What urgent financial matters do I need do attend to?  Jesus died on the cross for little old me.  So I’m definitely going to heaven.  How else can I be a SHREWD AND SAVVY SERVANT of the SAVIOR” to make his resources impact as many people as possible and lead them to highly honor the master who supplies them with everything they needed for  salvation?

Return home and reassess your life.  God bless you with a heart that sees the serious nature of wisely calculating what to do with the finances the Lord put in your hands – with the energy and intensity seen in the dishonest manager.

Luke 16:1-13       (Nathan Cordes)
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